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My name’s Ian Mac Allister; I’m a solicitor and I live at Coolum Beach, on the Sunshine Coast. I was born and bred in 

Brisbane, which was about 100 kms to the South, and about 100 kms from the nearest beach. As well as being a 

solicitor I’m a keen surfer, and my family have been involved in surfing over the generations. 

These days, I’m semi retired, but I’m still surfing very regularly at Coolum Beach. I started surfing when I was about 

15 years of age, when I joined the Tugun Surf Life Saving Club on the Gold Coast. In those days, it was the early days 

of surfing in Australia, or fairly early days of surfing in Australia. I was born in 1954 and I would have started surfing 

at the Tugun Surf Life Saving Club at age 13 -14, which would have been 1967, or thereabouts.  

Surfing in Australia started in about the 1920’s, and interestingly enough, it 

was a great uncle of mine, “Snow” Mac Allister, who was one of the first 

Australians ever to stand up on a surf board. He met Duke Kahanahoke – or 

whatever his name may have been – the original Hawaiian king who is 

regarded as the father of surfing in the world.  When the Duke came out to 

Australia after an early Olympic Games, and … he was brought out here to 

showcase his swimming abilities, but he brought his surfboards and went to 

Manly Beach in Sydney… and there he showed Australians how to stand up on 

a timber board and surf, and my great uncle was one of the young men who 

met him and started surfing in Australia.  

Later on, my father became very involved in surfing, in administration, in the 1950’s through to the 1970’s. He was 

the president of the Queensland Surf Riders Association for about 15 or 20 years; he got me and my brothers 

involved in surfing through life saving, but also through amateur surfing, and the family history …involvement has 

continued from there.  

For my part, I have been heavily involved in the Coolum Board Riders Club, which is an amateur group of surfers on 

the Sunshine Coast, based in Coolum Beach, focused on developing surfing for people in the area, as well as having a 

social aspect to it, and it has been one of Australia’s most successful surf board riding clubs, producing many many 

champions, and currently the big name surfer from our club is Julian Wilson 
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